Chapter I
THE LOST TREASURE OF VALVERDE
IT was the spring of 1935. As I emerged from the
New York Public Library, my mind was aflame
with the few startling pages of history I had just
been reading. The Valverde Treasure! The Lost
Mines of the Incas! The Legend of the Llanganatis
Mountains of Ecuador! The story stood before me
like a beacon. What hidden mysteries, what vast
hoards of gold might be secreted in those distant,
snowy peaks! Just four hundred years earlier Spain
had conquered that mighty Empire of the Incas,
I continued on up Fifth Avenue. "Roosevelt and
the Gold Standard!" "High Price of Gold!" The
bold headlines struck the eye at every corner. But
what irony! The Incas, whose gold, flooding
Europe, was a potent factor in putting the world on
the gold standard, had never used gold as money.
They had no monetary system. How happy they
were without it! They had no word for "rich" or
"poor," and not a pauper in their land!
A vision of that Empire's tragic end sprang up
before my mind, and on that instant came a desire
sudden determination to reach those far-off